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OUR HISTORY
HOUSTON

When Houston was founded in 1836, an African-
American community had already begun to be 
established. In 1860, 49% of the city’s African 
American population was enslaved; there 

were eight free blacks and 1,060 slaves. Before the American 
Civil War, enslaved African-Americans living near Houston 
worked on sugar and cotton plantations, while most of those 
living within the city limits held domestic and artisan jobs. 

Although slavery ended after the U.S. Civil War, by the 
mid-1870s racial segregation became codified throughout 
the South, including Texas. African Americans in Houston 
were poorly represented by the predominantly white 
state legislature and city council, and were politically 
disenfranchised during the Jim Crow era. Whites had used 
a variety of tactics, including militias and legislation, to 
re-establish political and social supremacy throughout the 
South. 

The Houston Riot of 1917 was a riot of black U.S. 
soldiers stationed in Houston. In 1929 Houston Planning 
Commission chairperson Will Hogg made a proposal to 
designate areas of the city by race in its zoning so African-
Americans do not become too numerous near White 
communities. The city did not enact this as it never adopted 
zoning. 

In the 1940s and 1950s black people from small 
southern towns moved to Houston, resulting in the black 
communities increasing in size. The black population in the 
Third Ward became larger and therefore closer in proximity 
to nearby Jewish communities. White people began to move 
from the Third Ward area, partly due to the passage of 
Brown vs. Board of Education in 1954. 

Texas Southern University students led the integration 
of Houston in the 1960s. On Friday, March 4, 1960, Texas 
Southern University students led Houston’s first sit-in at 
the Weingarten’s grocery store lunch counter located at 
4110 Almeda Road. That sit-in played a major role in the 
desegregation of Houston’s white owned businesses. Today, 
a U.S. Post Office sits at that location; however, a Texas 
Historical Marker sits in the front of the building reminding 
visitors of the courageous role TSU students played in the 
desegregation of Houston, Texas.[citation needed]

 Six months after their first sit-in, 70 Houston lunch 

counters were desegregated. The success of their continued 
efforts eventually led to the full integration of businesses 
within the city. In 1970, 90% of the black people in Houston 
lived in mostly African-American neighborhoods. By 1980 
this decreased to 82%.Historically, the City of Houston 
placed established landfill facilities in established African 
American neighborhoods. Private companies also located 
landfills in black neighborhoods. 

Between the early 1920s and the late 1970s the five 
municipal sanitary landfills were in black neighborhoods. 
During the same period, six of the eight municipal solid 
waste incinerators resided in mostly black neighborhoods. 
From 1970 to 1978 three of the four private landfills 
established during that period were located in Houston black 
neighborhoods. Around that era African Americans made up 
around 25% of the city’s population. Houston City Council, 
which decided where the landfills would be located, was 
entirely composed of white residents until 1972.

The political efforts and advocacy behind a 1979 federal 
lawsuit regarding one proposed landfill led to political 
changes that ended the deliberate placement of landfills in 
black neighborhoods. Having the largest black population 
west of the Mississippi River, Houston is known as a center 
of African-American political power, education, economic 
prosperity, and culture, often called an emerging black 
mecca. An additional 150,000 to 250,000 mostly black 
evacuees arrived in 2005 from the New Orleans metro after 
Hurricane Katrina, with many of them deciding to stay in 
Houston.

 Juneteenth is an annual celebration recognizing the 
emancipation of black slaves in Texas. President Lincoln signed 
the Emancipation Proclamation and published it on January 1, 
1863, but it did not reach Galveston, Texas until June 19, 1865. 
Over the next few years, African-American populations across 
Texas collected money to buy property dedicated to Juneteenth 
celebrations. In Houston, the effort was led by the Reverend Jack 
Yates, a Baptist minister and former slave. His church, Antioch 
Baptist, and Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church formed the 
Colored People’s Festival and Emancipation Park Association. In 
1872, they pooled $800 to put down on ten acres of open land as 
home for their Juneteenth celebration. In honor of their freedom, 
they named it Emancipation Park
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Letter from 
the Editor

Celeste Alexander
Editor/CheifI grew up in a 

neighborhood where 
everybody knew 
your mother, your 

grandmother and all your 
relatives. We could point 
to a house and call the sir 
name of its occupants, 
“that’s the Brown house or  
Ms. Pauline’s house”. 

As we move through 
this pandemic family has 
become the main focus 
of many. Designers are 
busier than ever with 
remodeling refreshing and 
remixing client homes. 
People are realizing that 
there is no place like home 
and they want it to be a 
place of peace and rest, 
fun and enjoyment. 

The DIY community 
has even become so 
overwhelmed with new 
comers and hobbyist 
jumping on board the get 
it done home train. Home 
can be many places from 
a rented studio apartment 
to a sprawling mansion 

but more importantly 
home is a feeling of 
love and security not a 
building. Lets just take a 
pause for the unfortunate 
and homeless and please 
donate to a local cause if 
possible.

Many people use to 
buy a house, build a family 
and the house stayed 
in the family for 25  or 
more years. The address 
became a place for family 
gatherings, special event 
and the place of many 
memories. Today so many 
buy and sell houses as an 
investment within the first 
3 to 5 years. What a major 
change in the landscape of 
the old neighborhoods.  

We also see the 
increase of senior citizen 
care facilities and senior 
all inclusive living 
communities. Some are 
aging in place and living 
with younger family 
members who respect the 
legacy of home and hearth. 

@curatedquartersmag @celestealexanderinteriors

MY MATERNAL 
GRAND FATHER 

WAS FROM 
EDNA, TEXAS

Nakeya Fincher is a Dallas based Interior 
Designer, Blogger, and YouTuber. Nakeya 
served eight years in the military and 
was stationed in Hawaii. While in the 

military, Nakeya always decorated her base family 
housing to make it more comfortable for her and her 
young son. She even decorated her barracks room 
when she was on deployments. After her honorable 
discharge, she purchased her first home as a 25-year-
old single parent in a Dallas, Texas. Although she has 
a Master’s degree in Criminal Justice Administration 
and works full time as a federal investigator and an 
adjunct criminal justice professor, her true love is 
Interior Design. In 2005, Nakeya attended Penn 
Foster Career School and The Art Institute to learn 
the skills to transform her hobby into a profitable 
career. After completing her design and business 
course of studies, she opened her firm, Divine 
Elements of Design. The vision of Divine Elements of 
Design is to successfully transform client homes into 
beautiful and welcoming homes. Divine Elements 
of Design provides a one stop shop for home décor, 
space planning, furniture selection, flooring options, 
custom window treatments, color consultations, and 
home project management. 

In 2015, Nakeya Fincher stated a blog, 
“Decorator’s Voice.” On Decorator’s Voice, she 
shares home décor ideas, organizational tips, and 
planning & productivity strategies. She provides 
a roadmap on creating a beautifully organized life 
and home. Nakeya wears multiple hats and has to 
utilize the organizational skills she learned from her 
mother and from the military to fully take advantage 
of all hours of the day. Nakeya also has a YouTube 
channel where she shares décor tips, haute topics, 
organization, and planning ideas. 

Nakeya uses her platforms to show how she 
balances her life. As a mom of four children (ages 23, 
14, 4, and 1) Nakeya strives to live a well-balanced 
life and jokes about being a “Stepford Wife”. Nakeya 
tells her followers how she keeps a “company ready” 
home, work multiple jobs, and spend quality time 
with her family. Nakeya also shares her tips in her 
free “5 Days of an Organized Home & Life” email 
course which can be found on her blog or website. 

During the Pandemic, Nakeya’s focus was to 
create an ideal outdoor living space for her children. 
She always state, “your home should be the ultimate 
reflection of your inner self. It should reflect your 
personal style, life, and be your own version of 
beauty and comfort.” 

A DECORATORS 
VOICE IN DALLAS
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TEXAS 
BIGGER & BOLDER IN 
THE DESIGN WORLD 

CQ: How do you juggle work and family?   
 
TG: My family comes first so it does require that I manage 
my time more purposefully, especially during the school 
year when my girls have so many responsibilities and 
extra-curricular activities.  It’s a struggle but I want to be as 
present as possible in my girls’ lives. I do not accept client 
consultations after 1:30 pm so that I can be available to 
pick my kids up from school.  I will do evening weekday and 
weekend appointments only if they are scheduled at least 
two weeks in advance.  I do not accept calls or respond to 
text messages from clients from 5pm-8 pm so I can dedicate 
those 3 hours to my family. 

I am the most creative at night, so I complete most of 
my design proposals after I have put my kids to bed for the 
evening or in the middle of the night.  I do not schedule 
consultations, installs, etc. on holidays, birthdays, or 
special event days so that I can be available for their school 
programs/parties.  I have had to learn that it is ok to say no. I 
only get a finite time with my babies. If a client wants to work 
with me, they truly understand and respect these boundaries. 
If not, it’s ok and they were not the right client for me.

Branden Gibson (husband, married for 13 years); 
Kaitlyn Diane Gibson (daughter, 9 years old); 
Karrington Claire Gibson (daughter, 6 years old)

Mrs. Tia Gibson
CEO OF HER OWN 

WORLD

The firm is lead by acclaimed designer 
and native New Orleanian Tiffany 
White. Tiffany brings a unique 
strength to her projects. Her 

business and design backgrounds allow her 
to plan spaces, spearhead projects, organize 
installations, and manage challenges to ensure 
the project moves smoothly through completion. 
Tiffany’s knowledge of color theory allows her 
to creatively blend patterns, colors, textures and 
textiles. However, her passion is creating fresh 
spaces that exude livable, luxury.We place a high 
value on communication, and incorporate your 
ideas and encourage open communication, while 
working best with clients who trust MIDCITY’s 
vision and truly want the expertise of a visionary 
designer. We spend time getting to know our 
clients, creating personal connections that allow 
us hone in on their desired aesthetic and create 
refreshingly unique spaces. Consequently, the 
firm’s aesthetic is as varied as our clientele.

www.MidcityInteriorDesign.com
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WWW.DCLAIREDESIGNS.COM

CQ: How do you style your own house? We know 
designers love to try new things.

TG: We have lived in 8 different places in 13 years of 
marriage. I have probably styled my own house in every 
way possible. However, now I am currently building my 
own custom home from the ground up for the very first 
time. I have designed every inch of this house from the 
very beginning for my family. The pressure has been 
immense. I have decided to go for a modern, eclectic, 
bold, and colorful vibe. The entire home is black and white 
with a different pop of color in every room. It is probably 
the riskiest project I have ever completed because I had 
full creative control. Even when I tried to pick a “safe” 
choice, my husband pushed me to redesign. There are 
custom elements in every space. I can’t wait to reveal it!  

CQ: What are you loving right now about the industry?

TG: The exposure that more black designers are 
receiving. It is long overdue but I am loving that more of 
us are being considered for publications, panels, and other 
creative opportunities. Representation matters.

CQ: What change would you like to see happen in the 
interior design world?

TG: More ways for designers to share their work while 
also securing it. Even though social media platforms allow 
us to expose our work to more people, it also opens the 
door for our work to be stolen.

CQ: What time are you most creative?

TG: 2 a.m. - 4 a.m. 

CQ: Do you dream about your projects?

TG: Absolutely! I especially dream about my renovation 
projects. Some times I foresee potential pitfalls in my 
dreams and I solve for it when I wake up. I am always 
grateful that God gives me foresight in my dreams.

CQ: What’s your design pet peeve and whats the one 
thing you love?

TG: My design pet peeves are: gray and white everything, 
more than 3 different types of flooring in an open space 
that meets the eye, thick transition pieces and tile grout 
lines. I love lighting! It is my absolute favorite design 
element to select for every space. I wouldn’t be upset if it 
was known you have been #DClaired based on the light 
fixtures alone in your home. 
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CHRISTOPHER EVANS
www.ChristopherCharlesInteriors.com

THE MAN: Interior Designer, Christopher Evans 
of Houston Texas knows how to satisfy his clients 
wishes and demands with his sophisticated 
creativity and his ingenious flair.

THE PROJECT: 1995 Master bathroom 
renovation project for this home built in 1995. The 
owner wanted to update the bathroom and the 
demands were high and the checklist was long.

THE PROBLEMS: Client wants to included new 
flooring, an expanded shower, raised cabinetry, 
increase storage and a modernize space. Keeping 
cost respectful.

THE SOULUTIONS: Removing under utilized 
jacuzzi tub, expanding shower and add 
additional storage with new cabinetry. Because 
Christopher’s client is tall he refurbished the 
existing cabinetry by removing the toe kick 
bases and added custom made legs to increase 
the height from 30 inches to a new height of 42 
inches. Christopher then used a mix of materials 
including marble counter tops and porcelain tile 
on the floor placed on the diagonal for impact.

THE FINISH: Christopher used statin brass  on the 
plumbing trim and Hardware. Black metal framed 
mirrors, black hexagon shower floor tile and 
accent shower niche, muted brass accent lighting 
were also mixed in. The paint colors by Sherwin 
Williams include: 

Ceiling - Bright White 
Walls - Rock Candy 
Trim - Extra White 
Cabinetry - African Gray

A mix of hexagon 
marble and ceramic

 is the chic factor

Christopher Charles Evans

The use of frameless shower doors adds a 
modern vibe

Before

Tamela Bowie | Interior Designer
DALLAS/FW

www.TamelaBowieInteriors.com

Creating Timeless & 
APPROACHABLE INTERIORS
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YOU CAN GO HOME AGAIN 
Rhonnika J.

In todays world where everyone is breaking 
out to be their own person, live life on their 
own terms and just be, 

Rhonnika J. Clifton has chosen a path least 
talked about or thought about. As a young 
designing woman she decided to move back 
home with her Mother and renovate the 
family home. What a gift!   

CQ: Tell us how you got started in the Industry?

RJC: I actually got started in the industry as an interior decorator 
on a total whim.  My oldest sister, thirteen years my elder and a 
serial entrepreneur, has always been my biggest supporter and 
confidant.  When I moved into my first apartment at twenty-one, 
she allowed me to pull all the furniture & accessories I needed to 
furnish my apartment.  

One day, while at my full-time job, she called me and said 
that she went over to my apartment and was so impressed that 
she wanted to start showing it as the model!  Of course, she 
was kidding, but her next question hit hard...”Have you ever 
considered decorating since it’s so closely related to fashion?”  

I hadn’t but it definitely put me in a position to do so.  
Soon after that conversation, I got online to research interior 
decorating.  During my searches, I came across a book that 
jumpstarted what turned into a six-year-long, flourishing 
business...Decorator Diva, LLC.  

After using my mom’s home as my guinea pig and servicing a 
host of great clients, I was ready to grow, which led me to research 
interior design.  I was pleasantly surprised to learn the differences 
between interior decorating & interior design and subsequently, 
found a school to start my studies.  The Art Institute of Houston 
was the best four years of education I could’ve asked for and 
provided a solid base for me to start my design firm in 2015, R J 

Clifton Designs, LLC.  The rest is still being written!

CQ: We see your passion to really help people, what drives that 
passion in you?

RJC: I really do love helping people! I believe this passion started 
when I fell in love with the Healthcare industry. As a kid, I always 
said that I wanted to be a Pediatrician and actually ended up 
studying health professions throughout high school and Nursing 
in my first year of college.  I believe that both industries allow me 
an opportunity to change the well-being & health of people’s lives.

CQ: You held a Design Symposium for the Black interior design 
community, what motivated that historical event? Will we see 
another one?

RJC: Yesssss, the Texas Black Interior Design Symposium was 
Creative Conversations’ inaugural event in 2019!  Creative 
Conversations, LLC is an organization that was started by me and 
colleague/friend/interior designer, Shandra Ward.  The Houston-
based organization was started as a way for us to connect, socially, 
with the emerging, veteran & otherwise industry professionals 
right here in Houston.  It was such an honor to partner with 
Ferguson, and many of our other great sponsors, to produce 
the first event of its kind in Houston.  Covid-19 has definitely 

Sipping With Mom
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derailed our plans to host the Symposium 
again this year, but we’re hopeful that we 
can bring it back in the Fall of 2021...stay 
tuned!

CQ: You recently took on the task of 
remodeling your own family home and 
decided to move back in with your mom. 
What was your philosophy behind taking 
on this unpopular move?

RJC: Well, I’ve actually been living with 
my mother, Camilla, for the past ten years.  
It’s a home that she and my dad bought 
over 40 years ago.  What started out as a 
quick transition back to my childhood 
home, quickly turned into a permanent 
move after my mother’s husband and my 
dog died within months of each other.  

We are both busybodies (even her, at 
74 years old!) so we are usually like two 
ships passing in the night...until Covid.  I 
began chipping away at remodeling rooms 
in the house in 2018 and a few months 
before Covid, we decided to go ahead 
and complete the remodel...interior and 
exterior. Little did I know that the stay-
at-home orders would send my work into 

overdrive, so halfway through the remodel 
I was asking myself, “What did I do?!” 
Hahaha, I’m happy to say that we made it 
through, and I can truly say it was one of 
the best gifts I could’ve given my aging-in-
place mother.

CQ: Family has really taken on new 
dynamics these days, what is the best 
way to make everyone comfortable in the 
home?

RJC: With this remodel, I steered away 
from my typical love of a modern, 
minimalistic design aesthetic and put a 
focus on the things that would make my 
mother & I feel good.  Functionality, Black 
art, family photos in statement frames, 
colorful textiles & rugs, entertainment 
zones, and so much more were at the top 
of my list when I began planning and 
decorating our spaces.  

During these times, I believe people 
should put a deeper focus on evoking 
feelings of safety, comfort, and practicality 
rather than aesthetics and following 
trends.  With that being said, as much 
as people would like to classify this as a 

“crazy year”, I actually like to think of it 
as a “blessing in disguise”.  I believe far 
too many of us were living life distracted, 
walking around with blinders, so a 
moment to STOP was actually what this 
world needed. In my opinion, this was the 
first step to help us fall in love with our 
homes again.  

Yes, we need comfortable furniture, 
soothing paint colors, and functional 
spaces, but most of all, we need each other.  
Love is the best remedy. My condolences 
go out to anyone affected by Covid-19.

CQ: How important is aging in place? 
What are some of the things that are must-
haves?

RJC:  Aging in place is very important to 
me as an interior designer and was actually 
one of the most fascinating subjects to 
study in design school.  The U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention defines 
aging in place as “the ability to live in 
one’s own home and community safely, 
independently, and comfortably, regardless 
of age, income, and ability level”.  

When it comes to this area of design, 

the line that divides healthcare & 
design is so interestingly blurred, 
which could possibly mean the 
extension, or regrettably the demises, 
of an elderly person’s life.  Thankfully, 
some of the key components needed 
to execute a successful aging in place 
design job are not only functional but 
still aesthetically pleasing.  Items such 
as wayfinding lighting, designer grab 
bars, and a smart home hub system are 
all designer-approved and essential in 
the new construction or remodel of an 
aging in place home.

CQ: What new products are on the 
market to assist with aging in place?

RJC: Technology is always an 
important driver to product 
development and thankfully, the 
elderly are now able to benefit from 
some of the world’s most modern 
home devices & systems to help them 
age in place securely.  

In a recent Dwell article, they 
listed nine of the top smart home 
devices for aging in place.  Products 
like Adobe Iota, Amazon’s Echo Plus, 
the Walabot Home (a wall motion 
sensor), and the June (a toaster 
oven, convection oven, air fryer, 
and slow cooker in one which has a 
built-in camera that can alert your 
phone when your food is almost 
ready along with simple touchscreen 
controls) are changing the way elderly 
homeowners & families plan their 
living arrangements.

CQ: What do you want others to know 
about the process of remodeling a 
home with the elderly in mind?

RJC: I want other designers and 
families to know that aging in place 
design is a real, specialized segment of 
the industry that is crucial for anyone 
planning to live out their later years 

in the comfort of their home.  Having 
lived with my mother over the last 
ten years and experiencing a global 
pandemic with her, which forced us 
to spend more hours together than we 
have in decades, I have become very 
sympathetic to her needs as an interior 
designer and daughter.  

During the process of remodeling 
the home, I had to consider things 
such as room adjacencies, ergonomics, 
anthropometry, trip-hazards, layers 
of lighting and so much more just 
to ensure the design of the home 
would carry my mother, comfortably, 
throughout her later years.  DESIGN 
IS A SCIENCE and it is up to licensed 
& professional design professionals 
to study and do their due diligence 
when transforming spaces that may, in 
one way or another, alter the life of a 
homeowner.

CQ: What benefits are you enjoying 
from making this transition?

RJC:  Precious time with my mother.  
It’s something that I can’t buy or get 
back when things are “back to normal”.  
Plus, having a comfortable, sacred 
space that you want to be in all the 
time is PRICELESS!

CQ: How can our readers find you? 

RJC: I would love for the readers to 
stay connected to us via our website, 
www.rjcliftondesigns.com, and our 
two social media pages. 

Instagram: rjcliftondesignsllc
Facebook: R J Clifton Designs

Dee Zunker Photography
www.deezunkerphotography.com 
IG: @deezunker
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PROPORTION 

IS SCALES 

There are many rules in Interior design yet only 6 
main principles. The principals are  in design scale, 

proportion, balance, rhythm, harmony and focal point/
emphasis. 

Scale and proportion go hand and hand they have to do 
with size. Scale is used to refer to the size of an object or 
space in relation to the human body or space like, a chair 
to a person. a football linebacker to a baby require they 
different scale or size chairs

Proportion refers to the parts of an object in 
relationship to other parts of the same object like a face to 
a nose.

BFF

Use custom drapes that fit that 
height of the room

Use tall lamps with a tall bed

The right size art and accents will 
be visually pleasing

Use large furniture not a lot of 
small pieces

Stick with large if your using large

Negative space or space between 
objects, furniture and acessories 
should be just the right amout not 
to close or to far apart

Remember the size of the room can 
dictate your scale

Photos curtosey of Monica WilcoxART
I  A M

A G E N C Y
www.iamart-agency.com | info@iamart-agency.com | 404-353-5136

Graphic/Web Design 
Services

WEB DESIGN
LOGO DESIGN
BROCHURE DESIGN
FLYER/MAILER DESIGN
PRESS/MAGAZINE ADS
STATIONARY DESIGN

BRANDING COLLATERAL
MARKETING MATERIALS
SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS
BUSINESS PROCESS MAPS
CAPABILITIES REPORTS
MEDIA KITS & MORE!

I AM ART AGENCY offer virtual contactless services. Get a dedicated graphic 
and web designer with expertise in your industry. Quality designs assured. 
Contact Senior Designer Amanda Chapman to setup a virtual consultation 

today! I look forward to bringing your vision to life. 

{ }
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MONICA 
WILCOX

Classy Sophisticated Luxury
469-677-7299 

825 Watters Creek Blvd., Suite M-240, Allen, Texas 75013

Award winning Interior Designer and TV personality, this 20 year 
veteran and celebrity guest speaker has appeared as a lifestyle 
expert on WFAA and Fox Networks. She has been featured in 
various publications such as; Dallas Style & Design, D Home, 
Plano Profile and Home, and Papercity Magazine. Monica is 
the President of her Dallas based firm, M. Wilcox Design with a 
team of talented leading designers. Since launching her firm in 
1998, her diverse portfolio includes; Hospitality, Residential & 
Commercial projects. M Wilcox Design is known for delivering 
unique designs with functionality that are modern, yet classic. 
Monica’s unmistakable design sensibility has earned her several 
awards including, Best of- Interior Design, Top 20 Interior 
Designers, Best Design Exhibit, and The Prism Award. She is 
currently starring in a new reality design competition show on 
the Bravo Network.
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Catasha Singleton 
ModChic Interiors

ModChíc Interiors was founded by 
owner and Lead Interior Designer, 
Catasha Singleton. Catasha’s style can 
be described as modern with a chic 

and classic twist. Past projects include residential 
and boutique commercial spaces. With a background 
in Business Management, Marketing, Operations, 
and Healthcare Administration, it is no wonder that 
Catasha takes pride in understanding her client’s 
needs and what it takes to bring their vision to 
life. While she did not trek the conventional route, 
Catasha takes pride in her innate ability to curate the 
perfect spaces for each client. With so many visual 
inspirations and interpretations of interior design and 
decor available to us today, it is even more important 
to hire an expert for the job.

Catasha Singleton
281.624.6573
 catasha@modchicinteriors.com

Monica, curated every detail very carefully to create a modern palette that is full of texture
that add character for a luxurious timeless lived-in feel in her new home.
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Jamaican Canadian, Texas based interior 
designer that balances her career as an luxury 
interior designer, mentor, retailer, and living 
well show podcast host. Charmaine is a director 

at Altrusa International DFW chapter, where she has 
helped to raise funds to combat hunger and literacy.  
In my own words, today I am an international, 
multi award-winning, interior design visionary, 
I’m a published writer, and most importantly, I’m 
passionate about marrying interior design with mental 
health & emotional wellness! 

At age eleven I discovered my superpower. I 
possess creative genius when it comes to transforming 
rooms into a harmonious union of colour, line, shape, 
and textures –you see, I was born with a God-given 
talent to enhance interior spaces. The life of a master 
interior architect called my name, however it took 
years for me to find my path to that of a luxury interior 
designer. After trying a few “practical” careers, I 
attend an interior design college and graduated during 
a down market. No design firms were hiring! 

Unwilling to give up on my dream, I began 
teaching. I started each class the same ”interior design 
is my passion,” I’d say. “I’ll talk about it all day—
everyday, thanks for coming to listen.” While teaching 
provided me with an insane amount of design 
fundamentals knowledge (I had to research the art in 
order to teach my classes). I was still frustrated by the 
lack of thought that was put into how most homes and 
offices looked. 

Then, one day I heard about a new tv network 
station showcasing content for homeowners. So 
I decided to share my skills via reality tv on the 
Canadian version of trading spaces —“the decorating 
challenge” and later on “Room to grow”—an outdoor 
design and landscaping show, then later still on the 
USA/Canada tv show “divine restoration. ”As a HGTV 
pioneer I was able to fulfill my desire to enhance 
average lives through beautiful interior design to a 
worldwide TV audience. Now, I use my passion for 
interior design, my concierge services and quick 
turn around ability to shape and transform executive 
homes, vacation rentals, and offices for my Southlake 
TX clientele. The results are outstanding.

As a registered, accredited buyer at the Dallas 
World Trade Center, with various other accounts 
throughout the Design District. I specialize in custom 
interiors and produce distinctive luxurious living 
spaces; that I call “laidback luxe” I have mastered 
the ability to coordinate fabrics, colors & textures, 
while balancing the scale of a room. I always know 
what accessories and colors will punctuate a room 
best. I offer furniture & accessory purchasing, 
access to designer wallpapers and backsplash tiles, 
turnkey design relocation services, 3D rendered floor 
plans and much, much more. I have over 25 years 
experience with a extensive body of work. My rates 
have ALWAYS been at or below industry standards. 
My services are well worth the cost & my portfolio 
is impressive!!  I’m pleased to extended my bespoke 
sources to those who extend me their design business. 

It’s All in the 
DETAILS
Charmaine Wynter B.ID., IIDA. 
Owner of Charmaine Wynter 
Interiors BESPOKE

Charmaine Wynter Interiors BESPOKE
500N Kimball Ave 104 Southlake TX 76092
817.268.9005 | charmainewynter.com

CHARMAINE 

WYNTER, BID

DALLAS
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www.layerzinteriors.com

ARLINGTON, TEXAS
(800) 413-1455

Teresa Perkins, CEO / Design Extraordinaire 
Layerz Interiors was founded by Teresa 
Perkins. Teresa Perkins is a woman with 
vision, talent & uncontested wisdom. 

She’s a Chicago native with more than 20 years of 
Interior Design experience. 

Teresa has had the opportunity to travel 
throughout the country & Japan. She was able 
to learn many applicable techniques from other 
cultures and countries which she often incorporates 
into her designs. Living her dream by fulfilling the 
needs of her clients, Teresa believes working with 
people in their home is an honor. 

Her ultimate goal is to help each client define 
their vision to incorporate it. She loves to create 
the “WOW” effect & believes everyone deserves 
to express themselves in their best form. Teresa 
also has over 12 years experience in the real 
estate industry where she has received numerous 

accolades, to include “Best New Agent of the Year.” 
She has been featured in The Las Vegas Home & 
Garden Magazine, Urban Avenue Magazine, Condo 
Living Las Vegas Style, the Las Vegas Business 
Press, First Lady Magazine and now Curated 
Quarters. 

Teresa has also appeared on the “Corner for 
Success” radio show and had the honor to decorate 
stages for shows to include staging for the famous 
poet & historian Dr. Maya Angelou. Teresa has 
recently joined the E.O.D streaming network to 
provide her fabulous design skills to their clients. 

She has recently featured in “You’re Worth it 
magazine, Relationships Matter with Davena and 
All in with Brian Weatherford on Biz TV.  Get ready, 
you will see her very soon. Currently, Teresa has 
made Arlington, Texas her home and has opened 
her multi-room studio in Arlington where she aims 
to accommodate the creative needs of her clients.

Teresa Perkins 
Layerz Interiors

Listen out for Teresa 
on Rhythm of design” 
on Power Play radio 
starting in Jan 2021.

THE RHYTHM OF 
DESIGN
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CQ: Tell us about your inspiration for your 
new luxury pillow line.

LA: One of my dearest clients said to me, 
“Why aren’t you pushing your own line?” 
Since then I’ve been working endlessly 
on making this a reality. The pillows is a 
collection inspired by a few of the special 
women in my life who embody our motto, 
“In All Things, Represent Yourself.” Staying 
true to those sentiments, I decided to create 
a line of luxury pillows and throws as a 
way of adding my special little touch, while 
highlighting the significance of representing 
yourself! 

The phrase ‘Warm & Fuzzy’ describes the 
way that I move through life and decipher the 
energies and opportunities that are meant for 
me. If something doesn’t give me a warm and 
fuzzy feeling, it’s not meant to be a part of my 
experience.

The inspiration behind this collection are 
the important women in my life. I’ve decided 
to name each product after some of the 
women in my life who constantly motivate me 
and push me to higher levels. Each pillow has 
a brief description of their importance to me.

My favorite pillow would have to be the 
“Joyce” pillow named after my Mother. Her 
favorite color was emerald green and she was 
so committed and in love with that color that 
she had emerald green carpet, a three piece 
furniture set, and a Mazda 626. I wanted to 
make sure I captured that in this collection. 
This pillow is a true testament to her bold and 
luxurious cadence and her beautiful spirit. 
I’m convinced that’s the reason I ended up in 
design school.

LA’S WARM 
& FUZZY

By adding textures and prints to the popular velvets we 
all know and love, Lauren wanted to spark conversation 
in any space you put  her luxury pillows in.

LAUREN ASHLEY

NEW PRODUCT 
ALERT

www.ladesigneraffair.com
Special Events | Wedding Planner | Interior Designer
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Principal Stylist 
Adilah Salaam 
Owner/Principal Stylist of A.S. Styled Interiors, LLC in Frisco, Texas

www.asstyledinteriors.com

CQ: How did you begin your design 
career?

AS: My design career started with my 
passion for beautiful spaces. My mother 
kept our home decorated beautifully. I 
believe I have a natural eye to make spaces 
come together. I was always moving 
and organizing things. Not to mention, 
enjoying design TV shows. Fast forward, 
for years after returning home from work, 
I felt like I was losing my creativity. My 
job limited to what other jobs (side hustle) 
I could do.  At that time, I still wanted to 
utilize my real estate license but that was 
conflict of interest. I enjoyed the brother/
sister relationship in interior styling and 
real estate. I always loved consulting and 
offering styling ideas/décor solutions to 
friends. I decided to take the leap in 2018 
and look into moving towards an interior 
styling business. 

As things started to change at my 9 
to 5, I wanted to prepare for what was 
coming.  In April 2019, I created A.S. 
Styled Interiors, LLC as a birthday gift 
to myself. The vision of doing what I 
love creatively was heavy on my mind. 
Everyone deserves great design, right?  
Additionally, I enrolled in classes later in 
the year to get certified in Interior Design. 
This is my company I am building and 
making room to excel in this industry. 
Never stop learning and growing.  

CQ: What area of design do you specialize in?

AS: I specialized in residential design. 
I am a licensed Texas Realtor (Dallas-
Fort Worth area) and this summer 
decided to reactive my real estate license 
(amsstarrealty.com).  So, the ability 
to offer my real estate clients design 
expertise is ideal for me.  A hired service 
offered is attending a new home buyer’s 
design meetings or offering sellers staging 
consultations. 

CQ: What do you love most about design?

AS: I love seeing clients enjoy their space 
when it fits their needs. Client Satisfaction!  
The ability to collaborate with my clients 
and execute their vision is such a joy. 

CQ: Are clients hard to find?

AS: There is a struggle finding clients in 
2020. I am sure this year, some projects 
took a hit.  As an emerging designer/
business owner, I had to solely network via 
social media.  Fighting with the algorithms 
and all to get in front of potential clients. I 
am getting comfortable with putting myself 
out there on these networks.     

CQ: What was business like this year 
compared to last year?  

AS: I was just getting started last year 
with the business side of things. Although, 
I created my LLC, business account, 
website, etc. You know the first year in 
business you just have to start and perfect 
along the way. On a personal/family side, 
2019 was hard coping with a family loss 
due to cancer. Having said that, I was 
already counting on 2020 as my business 
kickoff year.  I was so pumped going into 
the new decade, new business industry. 
Then the pandemic hit. The Shutdown. 
That in itself knocked me into a panic with 
everyone else.  Not to mention, my initial 
investor (9 to 5 corporate job) was gone in 
1st quarter (department went overseas). 
That was a lot heading into the 2nd quarter 
of 2020. 

As a solopreneur, I had to pivot 
and push through. Heavy on attending 
webinars. I am forever learning and 
picking up gems to make sure my business 
process is moving in the right direction. 
What’s for you is for you. I believe there is 
enough room for everyone. The message I 
saw this year is ‘collab over competition’.  
Finding clients and consulting on design 
early is key for the process. It is perfectly 
ok if we need to phase out the design work.  

After

Before
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DESIGNS By Dutchess

Yulonda spent over 20 years in the corporate 
world of Accounting. It was during that time 
she realized I have a gift that she wanted to 
share. Leaving the world of numbers behind, 

Designs by Duchess was formed which allowed her to 
do what she truly adore and undeniably enjoy. As an 
entrepreneur and small business owner, she sought to 
apply her passion for interior decorating to meet the 
needs of homeowners, investors and realtors.  Corporate 
experience, vision and creativity are key elements 
in fulfilling the needs of her clients in Houston and 
surrounding areas. At Designs by Duchess, thier primary 
concern is to identify the needs of clients and exceed 
their expectations while working within their budget. 
They provide Home Staging® Services for occupied 
and vacant homes as well as Interior Decorating and 
Re-design Services. The company prides itself on 
superiority, honesty and professionalism. WeThey here 
to make the process of selling your home much faster, 
more lucrative and less demanding!

Yulonda Buster
281.606.5838

 Owner of Designs by Duchess, Houston, TX.  

There are two types of home staging  the first being  
Occupied Home Staging is a cost effective staging 
practice designed for homeowners who will remain 
living in their home during the selling process.  For this 
service, we use the homeowners’ existing furniture and 
decor rearranged in a way that will appeal to today’s 
buyer. We also de-clutter, de-personalize, and organize 
the home.

The second being Vacant Home Staging Home 
staging for vacant properties is imperative in today’s 
real estate market. Oftentimes, vacant properties 
remain unsold for extended periods of time because they 
have little to no interest. Most buyers cannot envision 
themselves living in the home. Professional staging by 
Designs by Duchess with well-thought-out furniture 
placement, artwork, and décor will immediately draw 
buyers into the home and connect them emotionally. 
Our home staging practices will invite and attract more 
buyers to not only schedule visits but make offers on 

your property. This results in a more gainful sale for 
you!

Yulonda then provides a Walk & Talk Consultations 
provide in-depth recommendations on how to prepare 
and stage your home for online presence, showings 
and open houses for the fastest, most lucrative sale.  
Our comprehensive, step-by-step path offers the best 
methodology for sellers preparing their occupied 
home to be listed for sale. During this 2-hour verbal 
consultation, the homeowner will take notes as 
we go through each area of the home thoroughly 
discussing:What today’s buyers are looking for, what 
to pack, what to use, what to change. Paint colors 
that get homes sold, how to maximize space, closets, 
etc. How to adjust lighting Shopping list suggestions 
(if necessary )How to arrange furniture, accessories, 
artwork and more.

www.designsbydutchess.net

STAGED
TO SELL ...
QUICK
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Adrian Laday began his career in luxury interior design in 2003. 
Adrian offers a full-service drapery and soft goods service, 

providing custom drapery and bedding in the Houston area. 

Draperies can be a major statement of your personal style. 
Everyone has different tastes and styles and custom provides 
many, many options. Store purchased curtians are not 
drapes, the level of care and customization that goes into 
drapes is a process by skilled crafters.  Here are several 
reasons to go custom or just go.

1.Draperies act as a great insulator from the 
outside climate and Texan homes can have large unique 
windows so, custom drapes can be made to each home 
owners needs.

2. Layering! The more we add, the more insulation.  
Full draperies across the window is one option or even 
adding a sheer, blind, shade, or shutter with simple side 
panels will add a layer of warmth in the winter and keep 
things cool in the summer.

3. Draperies provide privacy.  Keep the world out when 
you want no one looking in by having functional drapes that 
cover the window completely.

4. Draperies reduce the glare on your television. 
Most of the ready-made curtains that you buy do not 
come with linings. Linings are encouraged as they help to 
protect your drapes from sun fading and can provide total 
darkness in the day time. Most hotels use blackout lining for 
maximum privacy.

5. Size matters, the biggest concern when it comes 
to drapes is the size of the drapes. Ready-made ones 
are manufactured to meet the requirements of standard-
sized windows. They are not made to meet specific and 
unique window requirements. So most times you will have 
issues with lengths and you need to get them altered to 
rectify them. If you have large windows or differently shaped 
windows then ready-made drapes can never meet your 
requirements. They will look awkward and out-of-place. 
Custom-made drapes are made for your windows specifically 
and hence size will never be a concern.

Get Draped with 
Adrian Laday

WWW.ADRIANLADAY.COM
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Passion Ignites

Meet Eleanor Baker of Eleanor Decor. Eleanor Baker is  the 
blogger behind the page, eleanor_decor on Instagram and a 
self proclaimed home decor enthusiast.  Eleanor is a wife, a 

mother to three lovely children, and a registered Nurse by profession.
Eleanor’s interior design journey began with autumn and the 

store, Home Goods. Crediting these two things to the awakening of 
her love for interior design.  Eleanor says “As a little girl, I have always 
loved keeping things neat and clean, and I would always find myself 
rearranging my room”.

 Forward to being an adult,  getting her first apartment in the 
fall of 2010 she began decorating and have never looked back since. 
Passion can be ignited almost anywhere and Eleanor fell in love with 
everything about interior design once she entered the super decor 
store HomeGoods.

Eleanor proclaims “my design aesthetic is comprised of 
contemporary minimalism, modern, clean lines and  subtle glam 
especially in the artwork you will see in my home”. this passionate 
young designer in training is in love with art that’s black and white 
and loves mixing metals which can be hard to do. Eleanor has been 
featured online by Ross Dress for Less, Burlington and Bobs furniture.  
There’s  so much room for her to grow into a fully trained designer 
in the future and she intend to keep inspiring others and learning 
along the way as well. Let’s all encourage Eleanor in her passion and 
go follow her instagram page. The next generation of designers is 
looming on the horizon. 

Chanda Kea 
Interior 
Designer
DALLAS/FW
www.keainteriors.com

CQ: Tell us when you started your design journey.

CK: I began my design journey in 2013 with Home Stag-
ing and now I provide residential and commercial Interior 
Design services full time.

CQ: Do you have a signature style?

CK: My signature style is creating luxury feel, hotel style 
spaces for relaxing, recharging and entertaining. I love for 
a space to feel like a retreat or a getaway for the home-
owner.

CQ: Who do you admire in the design world?

CK: I admire Donald Nxumalo, Curtis Elmy/Atmosphere 
Interior Design and Savos Interiors to name a few. They are 
have amazing taste and style.

CQ: What’s one thing every client should know about 
design?

CK: Every client should know that when it comes to interi-
or design, good design takes time. In addition, having your 
home designed by a professional not only saves you time 
and money and makes your home beautiful and functional, 
but it is also self-care and essential. It is an investment that 
increases your quality of life.
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The Peppertree AirBnB

Meet Treci Smith 
Vintage Lover

Next Door to Texas

Every week Treci Smith makes the rounds to several thrift stores 
in San Diego. She’s efficient and doesn’t waste a lot of time. She 
shops with an editor’s eye and can spot a jewel in the deepest 
corners of the most obscure places. Today, she’s pulling pieces 

for a refresh of Peppertree Suites, the family Airbnb which was featured 
on HGTV. It’s essentially a modern space, but she’ll bring in some of 
her vintage pieces to soften and add some texture. “I like to blur the 
boundaries of time periods”.  

As she does with her client homes, she’ll strip Peppertree Suites to bare 
essentials before building it back up with strategic styling and accessories. 
It’s a habit she picked up when she and her husband started investing in 
real estate. “You’re forced to see the possibilities”. Some days she comes 
up empty on her vintage hunts, but today was especially good. Some pieces 
are set aside for her retail space or her new work studio where she hosts 
client consultations. Other pieces: beautiful old doors and 1950’s chestnut 
wardrobe are too good to let go. They’re set aside for her home which she 
shares with her husband, four kids, 13 chickens, 1 duck and the star of the 
family, her labradoodle Tearose. 

As for the latest finds, the door will be refitted on a slider to separate 
her kitchen from her laundry room. The wardrobe will be taken apart piece 
by piece and be reinstalled in her bedroom. Changes like these are nothing 
new in the Smith household- the kids are used to coming home to find 
the entire house transformed. Lately, Treci has scaled back a bit on total 
overhauls and is focusing on small intentional ‘style edits’, letting the small 
changes have the most impact. When she does take on a full overhaul, 
they become a full family affair as was the case when she decided to redo 
her backyard pool area. “It’s the most commonly used space, so I wanted 
everyone to have input”. The teamwork paid off. The yard was featured 
HGTV.com. 

Treci has since moved onto planning several more room changes and 
of course the refresh of Peppertree Suites. Even with the constant change, 
the design objective remains the same. “I’m always conscious of the energy 
of a room and how people will connect while in the space. A lot of my ideas 
are centered around conversation spaces”. Treci’s work can be seen on 
HGTV.com and in San Diego Home & Garden. For Updates on her projects 
check out her Instagram @trecismithdesigns
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whats your style?
Eclectic | Glam | Mid Century | Modern

call for more information, 
more looks 

770-310-7793
serving 

all 50 states
drop ship available

credit cards* layaway
create the home you deserve


